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1. BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE MEET

INAUGURAL SESSION

The Inaugural Session of KMTC 10th Stakeholders Connect Meet (SCM) started off around
10 AM, a little bit later than scheduled, and the following dignitaries were involved in the
session, that aimed at setting the context for the whole day of sessions and panel discussions.

● Welcome Address – Mr Sasikumar M. V., Director, Institute of Cooperative
Management (ICM)

● Opening Address – Mr C Padmakumar, Special Officer, Kerala Medical Technology
Consortium (KMTC)

● Inaugural Address – Mr A P M Mohammed Hanish IAS, Principal Secretary
(Industries), Govt of Kerala

● Special Address – Dr Joseph Benaven, President, Indian Medical Association (IMA)
– Kerala Chapter

● Special Address – Mr Santhosh Kumar, Executive Director, Harrisons Malayalam
Limited (HML)

● Felicitations – Advocate Sony Sebastian, Chairman, Kerala State Cooperative
Marketing Federation

● Vote Of Thanks – Dr Jayamohan Nair, Deputy Director, Institute of Cooperative
Management (ICM)

Mr Sasikumar M.V extended a warm welcome to all dignitaries and delegates, emphasising
the crucial role cooperatives can play in transforming the industrial landscape, particularly
within the MSME sector in the state. He highlighted ICM's dedicated focus on this initiative
and expressed gratitude to KMTC for their support in exploring opportunities within this
sector.

Mr C Padmakumar articulated KMTC's vision of positioning Kerala as the Medical Devices
Hub of India within the next decade, underscoring ongoing efforts including collaborations
with SCTIMST, MG University, the Rubber Research Institute, and Kerala Rubber Limited
over the past two years. He elaborated on why Kerala is well-suited to spearhead
advancements in medical devices using natural rubber, citing two key reasons: first, the
UNDP’s SHiPP initiative in which India is one of the first 10 countries that have signed on;
and second, the potential for greater value addition that medical devices made from natural
rubber offers to farmers compared to the current applications of natural rubber.

Mr A P M Mohammed Hanish commended KMTC for their initiatives in harnessing the
potential of the cooperative sector to enhance the utilisation of natural rubber in MedTech. He
emphasised the necessity of inter-departmental coordination to ensure the successful
execution of such projects and highlighted KMTC's role in facilitating collaboration among
various stakeholders to advance MedTech initiatives. The Industries Department reaffirmed
its commitment to establishing Medical Devices as a sunrise sector in the state and pledged
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full support towards endeavours involving natural rubber-based medical devices.

Dr Joseph Benaven emphasised the crucial role of doctors in the development of medical
devices, underscoring their involvement from the initial design stages. He praised recent
collaborative efforts between KMTC, IMA, and the Department of Health, GOK, in
establishing IEDCs (Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development Cells) in Medical
Colleges. These initiatives will empower practising clinicians to identify critical problem
statements, essential for the ongoing advancement of medical devices. Dr. Benaven assured
full support from IMA for this initiative and anticipated further awareness sessions and
training programs in the future.

Mr Santhosh Kumar presented Harrisons Malayalam Limited, a company involved in Tea and
Rubber Plantations, established in 1844 and acquired by RPG in 1989. It is the largest
plantation company in south India with 25,000 hectares of land, producing 13,000 MT
Rubber, 15,000 MT Tea, and 25,000 MT Pineapple annually. The company is known for its
quality tea and rubber worldwide, with ISO certifications and a focus on sustainable
plantation business. The company is a major employer in Kerala, particularly for women, and
has a strong focus on research and development. Harrisons Malayalam Ltd is involved in
innovative product development, such as nitrosamine-free latex and low-ammonia rubber,
catering to various industries like footwear and healthcare. He stressed the commitment from
HML in supporting the cause of Medical Devices from Natural Rubber as the company sees a
bright future for medical devices made from sustainable materials like natural rubber.

Advocate Sony Sebastian expressed enthusiasm on behalf of the rubber cooperatives to
participate in the initiative for Medical Devices. He emphasised that all advancements in this
sector should ultimately benefit the farmers.

Dr Jayamohan Nair delivered the Vote of Thanks to end the Inaugural Ceremony.

SESSION BY EXPERTS

RUBBER IN MEDICAL DEVICES

SESSION BY DR GIJO RAJ, SCIENTIST - C, DIVISION OF POLYMERIC MEDICAL
DEVICES, BIOMEDICAL TECHNOLOGY (BMT) WING, FROM SREE CHITRA
TIRUNAL INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES & TECHNOLOGY (SCTIMST)

Dr Gijo Raj discussed the use of natural rubber in medical devices, particularly focusing on
products made from latex and compounded rubber sheets. He mentioned the use of kaolin
clay to improve mechanical strength and classified surgical and medical examination gloves
under Medical Device Rules. The International Standard ISO 11193-1 outlines specifications
for rubber gloves used in medical procedures. The compounding of dry rubber, compression
moulding, and radiation shielding materials are also mentioned, along with potential
applications like latex endoscope tube covers and geriatric protective materials. Challenges
include latex allergies and the tackiness of natural rubber.
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SESSION BY DR ROY JOSEPH, SCIENTIST-G & DEAN (ACADEMIC AFFAIRS) ,
FROM SREE CHITRA TIRUNAL INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES &
TECHNOLOGY (SCTIMST)

Dr Roy Joseph discussed the use of rubber in medical devices, focusing on products made
from natural rubber, challenges with latex products, Biocompatibility and safety concerns
arising from allergenic potential and toxicity of curing additives in latex products., non-toxic
latex formulations. Advancements in technology include innovations in medical gloves,
catheters, tubing, curing technology, and the use of isocyanate-cured latex rubber for medical
devices. The Regulatory process in India involves steps to be followed for preclinical testing,
obtaining manufacturing licences, and complying with biocompatibility and performance
standards. He also highlighted the classification of medical devices, the regulatory roadmap
in India, and the pre-clinical phase requirements for rubber-based products.

HARRISONS MALAYALAM LIMITED’S JOURNEY INTO RUBBER BASED
MEDICAL DEVICES

SESSION BYMR BIJINESH B, MANAGER, RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT,
HARRISONS MALAYALAM LIMITED (HML)

Mr Bijinesh said that Harrisons Malayalam Limited (HML) is a leading plantation company
in south India, producing natural rubber, tea, and pineapple. With a workforce of over 10,000
employees, HML impacts the lives of thousands through housing, healthcare, and education
initiatives. The company emphasises sustainability practices and maintains certifications from
various environmental organisations. The company focuses on market expansion,
international presence, new product development, sustainability, and strategic diversification.
HML invests in innovation to diversify its product portfolio and meet emerging consumer
trends.The company has a strong presence in the Indian market and exports products
internationally to countries such as the Middle East, Europe, and North America. HML has
ventured into producing rubber-based medical devices, aligning with the growing global
healthcare demand and leveraging its expertise in rubber production. Product Portfolio Types
of rubber-based medical devices under development are Endoscope protective sheath for
ultrasound probes and X-ray radiation protective sheets for thyroid collar.

KERALA RUBBER LIMITED – PROMOTION OF NATURAL RUBBER BASED
INDUSTRIES IN THE STATEWITH FOCUS ON MSME SECTOR

SESSION BYMR TOMS JOSEPH, SENIOR RESOURCE PERSON, KERALA RUBBER
LIMITED (KRL)

Mr Toms Joseph discussed that Kerala Rubber Limited (KRL) plays a crucial role in
promoting rubber-based value addition in Kerala, focusing on latex and dry rubber products.
Examples of latex based products:- Gloves, Mittens, Mitts and Aprons; Finger/Toe
Cots/Stalls; Finger Caps; Foam and Mattresses; Thread and Cord; Catheters and other
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Medical Devices; Orthodontic Elastics, Adhesives; Band; Condoms; Nipples; Balloons and
other Inflatable Articles; Toys; Other dipped products.

Examples of dry rubber based products:- Tyres/Inner Tubes of Cycles, Cars, Trucks and
other Vehicles; Aero Tyres; Tyre Flaps and other Automotive Components; Tubes, Hoses and
Pipes; Retreads; Hospital Sheeting; Belts and Beltings; Plates and Sheets; Strips, Blocks,
Rings, Gaskets, Rods, Plugs, Washers and Seals; Caps, Lids, Seals, Stoppers and other
Closures; Rollers; Elbows, Bushes and Flanges; Blankets and Cushions; Hot Water Bags;
Mats; Erasers; Footwear; Toys Annual value of output of world rubber products
manufacturing industry – USD 800 Billion. KRL aims to develop world-class infrastructure,
promote natural rubber-based industrialization, and generate employment opportunities
through public-private partnerships. The organisation is in the process of establishing a
Rubber Industrial Complex to support NR-based industries, offering services such as research
& development, technical consultancy, training, marketing assistance, and common facilities
for entrepreneurs. The project is set to be completed in two phases with a total cost of Rs.
253.56 crores.

RUBBER – AN IMPORTANT CONSTITUENT OF MEDICAL PRODUCTS AND
RELATED APPLICATIONS

SESSION BY DR SIBY VARGHESE, FORMER JOINT DIRECTOR, RUBBER
RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF INDIA (RRII)

Dr Siby Varghese highlighted various aspects during his discussion, focusing on the types of
rubber utilised in medical product manufacturing, particularly latex-based items. He
addressed production and consumption trends in rubber products, as well as different latex
production technologies. Major latex products highlighted included baby products,
anaesthesia breathing bags, Foley catheters, urine drainage condoms, sheetings, and rubber
caps/tabs. Dr. Varghese emphasised the promising future of natural rubber-based medical
products, suggesting that Kerala Rubber Limited is poised to provide comprehensive
technical support to potential investors in this sector.

EXPERT PANEL DISCUSSION – I

OPPORTUNITIES IN MEDICAL GRADE RUBBER & RUBBER BASED MEDICAL
DEVICES

An interactive session with expert speakers was conducted to discuss Opportunities in
Medical Grade Rubber & Rubber Based Medical Devices and to answer pertinent queries
from delegates / participants. The discussion was moderated by Dr Roy Joseph, Scientist-G &
Dean (Academic Affairs), Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST). The Following Experts were the expert panellists in the discussion:

● Dr Gijo Raj, Scientist - C, Division of Polymeric Medical Devices, Biomedical
Technology (BMT) Wing
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● Mr Bijinesh B, Manager, Research & Development, Harrisons Malayalam Limited
(HML)

● Mr Toms Joseph, Senior Resource Person, Kerala Rubber Limited (KRL)
● Dr Siby Varghese, Former Joint Director, Rubber Research Institute of India (RRII)

The key points covered in the discussion are:

● What kind of support is available from research institutions?
➔ Availability of project reports from Rubber Research Institute at a reasonable

cost.
➔ RRI can offer end to end project implementation support.

● What different testing facilities are available?
➔ Comprehensive testing facilities are available with RRI And Sri Chitra
➔ Incubator facilities are offered at RRI

● What are the various funding supports?
➔ KRL provides comprehensive support which includes funding for the natural

rubber manufacturing sector.

INNOVATION IN LATEX TECHNOLOGY AND LATEX PRODUCTS
SESSION BY DR ABI SANTHOSH APREM, ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT,
TECHNICAL & OPERATIONS, HLL LIFECARE LIMITED

Dr Abi Santhosh highlighted that Natural rubber latex is a stable colloidal dispersion of
rubber particles in an aqueous medium, produced through a complex biological synthesis
process. From latex concentrates, a variety of products like surgical gloves, catheters, dental
dams, exercise bands, latex flowers, and more are manufactured for healthcare, textile,
industrial, and crafting applications. Additionally, innovations in latex technology have led to
the development of NRL products for biomedical and biotechnological applications,
including wound healing, drug delivery, and bone regeneration. HLL Lifecare Ltd has
introduced innovative NRL products like cervical spacer, uterine balloon, urinary bag
condom, and rubber moulds for explosive treatment, showcasing the diverse applications of
NRL in various industries.

DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING OF RUBBER BASED MEDICAL
DEVICES
SESSION BYMR ALEX G KODI, MANAGING DIRECTOR, KODI HEALTHCARE

Mr Kodi presented a list of medical products offered by Kodi Healthcare. Foley Balloon
Catheters, a range of male urinary devices, endoscopic variceal ligation bands, and various
Vasti kits including Uro Guard Ultra, Uro Guard, EVL Bands, Spit Bag, Multi Band Ligator,
Kodi Standard Vasti Kits, Kodi Anuvasana Vasti Kits, Kodi Niruha Vasti Kits, and Kodi Rub
Urine Bag.The products cater to different medical needs such as urinary drainage, endoscopic
procedures, and enema administration. Kodi Rub Urine Bag is designed for urine collection
and disposal. Foley Balloon Catheters aim to provide comprehensive solutions for urological
and gastrointestinal procedures. The company’s product range reflects a focus on innovation
and meeting the diverse needs of healthcare professionals.
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RUBBER INDUSTRY: AN OVERVIEW
SESSION BYMR KARIMPUZHA RAMAN , DIRECTOR, PRIMUS GLOVES

Mr Karimpuzha Raman, Director of Primus Gloves Pvt Ltd, provided an insightful overview
of the natural rubber industry, highlighting its global and Indian production landscapes
dominated by Thailand, Indonesia, Vietnam, and Kerala. The unique properties of natural
rubber drive its high demand over synthetic alternatives, particularly in major sectors like
automotive, consumer goods, and healthcare. In the medical domain, natural rubber finds
extensive use in manufacturing gloves, catheters, condoms, and other devices. He emphasised
the critical steps involved in establishing medical glove production, from market research and
infrastructure setup to rigorous regulatory compliance with standards such as ISO 13485 and
EU MDR. Innovations such as antimicrobial formulations and eco-friendly manufacturing
processes are key to meeting evolving market needs. Economic opportunities are underscored
by pandemic readiness efforts, government healthcare initiatives like "Make in India," and
increasing demand for sustainable products, projecting a robust growth trajectory with an
estimated CAGR of 5.4% until 2033.

EXPERT PANEL DISCUSSION – II
OPPORTUNITIES & CHALLENGES IN MANUFACTURING OF RUBBER-BASED
MEDTECH / MEDICAL DEVICES

An interactive session with expert speakers was conducted to discuss opportunities &
challenges in manufacturing of rubber-based medtech / medical devices and to answer
pertinent queries from delegates / participants. The discussion was moderated by Mr Rejeesh
G R, General Manager (Marketing), Kerala Medical Technology Consortium (KMTC). The
following Experts were the expert panellists in the discussion:

● Mr Karimpuzha Raman , Director, Primus Gloves
● Dr Abi Santhosh Aprem, Associate Vice President, Technical & Operations, HLL

Lifecare
● Mr Alex G Kodi, Managing Director, Kodi Healthcare

The key points covered in the discussions are:

● Ensuring end-to-end quality in the supply chain ensures MedTech product quality.
● Mr. Karimpuzha Raman shared his experience of receiving support from various

government institutions including funding from KSIDC and KFC for his business in
Kerala.

● Mr. Alex Kodi mentioned that, unlike 30 years ago, it is now easy to access technical
information,which is available from institutes such as RRI and SCTIMST.

● How do cooperatives compete with big companies?
➔ There are enough and more markets which are untapped in India.
➔ Make use of the export and domestic markets.
➔ Cooperative societies can form a consortium to pool resources and compete in

the market.
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DEVELOPING RUBBER-BASED MEDICAL DEVICES IN KERALA: SUPPORT BY
KMTC
SESSION BYMR REJEESH G R, GENERAL MANAGER (MARKETING) , KERALA
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY CONSORTIUM (KMTC)

Mr. Rejeesh provided an overview of the global medical device industry, detailing the
lifecycle of medical device development. He also outlined the organisational structure of
KMTC, along with its vision and mission. Mr. Rajeesh described the components of the
Kerala MedTech ecosystem, encompassing research, technology, manufacturing, and skills
development. He emphasised the importance of medical device industry enablers and
discussed KMTC's medtech roadmap. Additionally, he covered Kerala's medical devices
sector, underscoring the significance of rubber. Mr. Rajeesh touched upon SHipp (Sustainable
Health in Procurement Projects), the support available from KMTC, and highlighted the
investment pipeline.

INSIGHTS & TAKEAWAYS

I. OPPORTUNITIES

Immense opportunities include:

1. Products- Medical Grade Rubber as a) raw materials, components and
intermediaries and b) finished products ie. Medical Devices

2. Untapped potential of agencies such as KRL
3. Technology and technical support from Research institutions in the state
4. Funding agencies
5. Market- export and domestic
6. Pool of experts and talent in the state
7. Incentives under the New Industrial policy, 2023 of Kerala
8. Demand created by transition of sustainable materials
9. Circular economy products from natural rubber/latex processing
10. High Value addition of medical devices(40 times) vs conventional products

like tyres(9 times)
11. Suitable for MSMEs
12. Regenerative Medicine application
13. Geriatric assistive/ protective material
14. Technology advancement in biocompatible materials with advanced coatings,

materials with antimicrobial properties, nano technology in rubber latex
production, smart latex materials and bioengineering latex rubber properties.
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II. CHALLENGES

1. Policy challenges: support price, import duties, classification as Industry and not
agriculture

2. Seasonal labour dependence
3. Challenges from synthetic rubber
4. Funding for the sector
5. Regulatory process - lack of awareness

III. FOLLOW UPS

● This segment is one for the future – but needs more awareness & training sessions to
get the stakeholders interested.

● In the cooperative sector, one cooperative on its own may find it difficult to compete.
Forming consortia could be an option.

● ICM can take this up as a project – identify potential candidates for Consortium
formation and then get them on board for implementation of specific projects where
agencies like KRL, KMTC can hand hold them .

● More Gemba is required – need to understand basic ground realities to have effective
solutions suggested.

● A total list of product profiles /portfolios to be prepared assessing market situations –
KRL can prepare the list with support from KMTC.

● Policy Decisions may be required – for eg. Moving rubber from under Industries to
Agriculture.

● Follow-Up KMTC Stakeholders Connect Meeting (SCM), deep-diving into producing
high quality Medical Grade Rubber and / or manufacturing specific Rubber-based
Medical Devices before the end of October 2024. The Meet can be organised in
Kottayam or Velloor.

● Visit with interested members from Rubber Cooperatives to :

a. Rubber Research Institute of India (RRII), including their incubator / accelerator.

b. Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute of Medical Sciences & Technology (SCTIMST),

including TIMed.

c. Rubber Park of KRL

● Form a Rubber Consortium to focus on MedTech products from natural rubber where
KMTC, KRL and RRI should play crucial roles. Help / support interested parties
amongst these Cooperatives, with Institute of Cooperative Management (ICM) and
Kerala Rubber Ltd (KRL), in structuring and forming a collective / consortium in
exploring developing and manufacturing in Kerala:

a. High quality Medical grade Rubber
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b. Components, Sub-assemblies, Intermediates for Medical Devices

c. Specific Rubber-based Medical Devices

2. ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION

A total of 70 representatives participated in the SCM, with representation from all
stakeholder groups. The Meet was successful in getting participants to interact with each
other and discuss critical issues on the theme / topic.The List of Resource Persons, Speakers
and Participants are attached in Annexure.

3. MEET FEEDBACK FROM DELEGATES

Feedback was collected from participants via an online form, towards the end of the Meet
with a few questions for quantitative measure of the relevance, quality and the overall event
and some for qualitative feedback and suggestions.

OBJECTIVE FEEDBACK

Here are the graph visualisations for the quantitative feedback collected from
participants. Out of a total of 70 participants, 37 individuals provided responses to
the feedback survey.

Relevancy of the Meet and the overall theme and content.
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Overall Impression of the KMTC 10th Stakeholders Connect Meet (SCM)

Likeness to recommend to others

KMTC 10THSCM | ICM| 19 JULY24 | POST-MEET REPORT| 12



Interest in Medical Devices Manufacturing

SUBJECTIVE FEEDBACK

After analysing the qualitative feedback from the participants, the major areas and
sentiments expressed can be summarised as follows, prioritising the most repeated
ones:
1. Improve Scheduling and Content Relevance:

Participants found sessions informative but expressed concerns over time management and
the need for more tailored content.

2. Enhance Practical Insights:

Attendees suggested increasing interactive discussions with entrepreneurs

3. Address Financial and Regulatory Aspects:

There's a demand for sessions covering startup investment, capital requirements, and
governmental support, particularly focusing on raw materials and marketing strategies.

4. Expand Regional Outreach:

To reach a wider audience, workshops should be conducted in various regions of Kerala,
ensuring broader participation and relevance.

5. Strengthen Industry Collaboration and Support:

Highlight the importance of cooperative efforts and funding support for successful ventures
in the field of rubber-based medical devices.
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4. ANNEXURE

4.1 PROGRAM INVITE

INVITATION TO THE

10TH KMTC STAKEHOLDERS CONNECT MEET (SCM)

ON FRIDAY, 19TH JULY 2024

AT INSTITUTE OF COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT (ICM),
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

We are thrilled to extend our warm invitation to you as a valued stakeholder in the Kerala
MedTech ecosystem to the 10th KMTC Stakeholders Connect Meet (SCM), organised by the Kerala
Medical Technology Consortium (KMTC) in association with the Institute of Cooperative
Management (ICM). KMTC’s periodic one-day SCM has quickly become a highly anticipated
interactive meet in the Kerala MedTech ecosystem. The theme for this Meet is 'Transforming
Rubber: From Plantations to Medical Frontiers’, spotlighting the immense opportunities in the
innovation, development and manufacturing of Rubber-based Medical Devices and how
cooperative farmer / planter groups can leverage this to unlock long-term value from their rubber
plantations.

DATE FRIDAY | 19TH JULY 2024 | 9:30 AM – 4:00 PM*

VENUE INSTITUTE OF COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT, TRIVANDRUM (GOOGLE MAPS)

THEME TRANSFORMING RUBBER:

FROM PLANTATIONS TOMEDICAL FRONTIERS

KMTC 10THSCM | ICM| 19 JULY24 | POST-MEET REPORT| 14

https://maps.app.goo.gl/ZVvNgPkt5MbJJpoc7


*PLEASE NOTE THAT REGISTRATIONWILL START AT 9:00 AM AT THE VENUE

The theme underscores the immense potential of Kerala's rubber industry to innovate and
diversify into the high-value domain of medical technology. By harnessing the collective strength
of cooperative societies, this event aims to explore forward integration opportunities that can
transform raw rubber into specialised medical-grade materials and cutting-edge medical devices.
This shift not only promises enhanced economic returns for rubber farmers but also positions
Kerala as a leader in the MedTech sector, driving both local and global advancements in
healthcare.

HURRY! LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE!

Since the Meet is envisioned and targeted towards leaders and professionals in the rubber
plantation and marketing sectors, the first priority for attendance is given to them. Consequently,
only a few seats are available for other interested participants. We recommend registering
immediately to secure your spot at this important event.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER NOW

LIMITED SEATS – SECURE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

KMTC SCMs provide an exceptional platform for stakeholders in the Kerala MedTech ecosystem
to come together, exchange insights, and contribute towards the advancement of MedTech /
Medical Devices development in Kerala. Here's what you can expect from this engaging event:

1. Enlightening Presentations: Renowned experts in the field of assistive technology innovation
and device development will share their knowledge and experiences, shedding light on the
innovative processes behind developing practical and accessible devices. They will explore
how strategic collaborations and advancements in technology enhance the functionality and
usability of assistive devices, directly impacting the quality of life for individuals with
disabilities. Attendees will gain critical insights into emerging trends, best practices, and
regulatory frameworks that govern the assistive technology sector..

2. Panel Discussions and Interactive Sessions: Panel Discussions and Interactive Sessions:
Engage in stimulating panel discussions with industry leaders, researchers, and professionals,
fostering dynamic exchanges of ideas and experiences. Participate in interactive sessions to
discuss challenges, opportunities, and collaborative approaches to advancing medical device
development in Kerala.

3. Networking Opportunities: Connect and network with like-minded stakeholders from across
the Kerala MedTech ecosystem, including researchers, clinicians, entrepreneurs, industry
representatives, healthcare professionals, and policymakers. Forge new partnerships,
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strengthen existing collaborations, and build a robust network of professionals passionate
about transforming lives through innovative assistive technologies.

4. Showcasing Institutions and Innovators: Get to know about the diverse cutting-edge projects
and ongoing applied research in assistive and other medical devices and technological
advancements by local research institutions, academia, companies, startups and innovators.
Stay ahead of the curve with strategic insights from the who’s who of the Kerala MedTech
ecosystem.

Whether you are a startup, an established company, a researcher, or a regulator, this event will
provide valuable insights and networking opportunities to help you successfully navigate
innovation and development of AT / MedTech products. Don't miss this opportunity to connect
with fellow stakeholders and learn from the best in the field!

The Government of Kerala is committed to transitioning the state’s economy into a high value,
knowledge-based economy. This is in alignment with Kerala’s inherent advantages over other
parts of the country, taking into consideration the rich natural resources, skilled talent, and some
ground-breaking research institutions. The Govt recognizes the immense potential that Kerala
has in an industry like Medical Devices, Medical Technology, which is an R&D intensive domain
requiring specialised expertise and knowledge and has designated it a priority sunrise sector.

Kerala Medical Technology Consortium (KMTC) is a flagship endeavour of the Govt of Kerala,
initiated in June 2022, to establish Kerala as the Top Medical Devices / Medical Technology Hub of
India in the next decade. One of the key strategies identified early on to achieve this ambitious
goal, is to bring together the existing ecosystem of industry, researchers, academia, startups,
hospitals, regulators, policymakers, suppliers, distributors and Govt agencies, to meaningfully
interact and exchange ideas and information, and to catalyse close clusters of partnerships &
collaborations.

The KMTC Stakeholder Connect Meet (SCM) is a periodic ecosystem-building platform that is
designed to bring all stakeholders in the Kerala MedTech Ecosystem together and is especially
focused on connecting academia and research with industry. The KMTC SCM is a great
opportunity for stakeholders to keep themselves updated on the latest developments in the
ecosystem, find strategic partners and explore growth opportunities.

Follow KMTC on LinkedIn Visit KMTC website: www.kmtc.in
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4.2 PROGRAM AGENDA

10TH KMTC STAKEHOLDERS CONNECT MEET – JULY 2024

A UNIQUE INTERACTIVE EVENT THAT BRINGS TOGETHER ALL THE STAKEHOLDERS IN
THE MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY / MEDICAL DEVICES SPACE, INCLUDING THE INDUSTRY;
RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANISATIONS; HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS,
HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS AND INSTITUTIONS; ENTREPRENEURS AND STARTUPS;
INCUBATION & ACCELERATION AGENCIES; UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES AND THE
GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE COLLABORATION, RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND
INNOVATION IN MEDICAL DEVICES AND TECHNOLOGY.

PROGRAM AGENDA

DATE FRIDAY | 19TH JULY 2024 | 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM

VENUE
SEMINAR HALL

INSTITUTE OF COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT, TRIVANDRUM
(GOOGLE MAPS)

THEME TRANSFORMING RUBBER: FROM PLANTATIONS TOMEDICAL FRONTIERS

TIME PROGRAM / ACTIVITY

1. 9:00 – 9:30 AM ARRIVAL OF PARTICIPANTS & REGISTRATION
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TIME PROGRAM / ACTIVITY

2
9:30 – 10:20 AM

[50 MINS]

INAUGURAL SESSION
● WELCOME ADDRESS –MR SASIKUMARM. V., DIRECTOR, INSTITUTE OF

COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT (ICM)
● OPENING ADDRESS –MR C PADMAKUMAR, SPECIAL OFFICER, KERALA MEDICAL

TECHNOLOGY CONSORTIUM (KMTC)
● INAUGURAL ADDRESS –MR A PMMOHAMMED HANISH IAS, PRINCIPAL

SECRETARY (INDUSTRIES), GOVT OF KERALA

● SPECIAL ADDRESS – DR JOSEPH BENAVEN, PRESIDENT, INDIANMEDICAL
ASSOCIATION (IMA) – KERALA CHAPTER

● SPECIAL ADDRESS –MR SANTHOSH KUMAR, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, HARRISONS
MALAYALAM LIMITED (HML)

● FELICITATIONS – ADVOCATE SONY SEBASTIAN, CHAIRMAN, KERALA STATE
COOPERATIVE MARKETING FEDERATION

● VOTE OF THANKS – DR JAYAMOHAN NAIR, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, INSTITUTE OF
COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT (ICM)

3
10:20 – 10:35 AM

[15 MINS]
NETWORKING TEA & REFRESHMENTS BREAK

4
10:35 – 11:15 PM

[40 MINS]

RUBBER IN MEDICAL DEVICES
SESSION BY EXPERTS FROM SREE CHITRA TIRUNAL INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES &
TECHNOLOGY (SCTIMST)

1. DR ROY JOSEPH, SCIENTIST-G & DEAN (ACADEMIC AFFAIRS)
2. DR GIJO RAJ, SCIENTIST - C, DIVISION OF POLYMERIC MEDICAL DEVICES,

BIOMEDICAL TECHNOLOGY (BMT) WING

5
11:15 – 11:35 AM

[20 MINS]

HARRISONS MALAYALAM LIMITED’S JOURNEY INTO RUBBER BASEDMEDICAL DEVICES
SESSION BYMR BIJINESH B, MANAGER, RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT, HARRISONS
MALAYALAM LIMITED (HML)

6
11:35 – 11:55 AM

[20 MINS]

KERALA RUBBER LIMITED – PROMOTION OF NATURAL RUBBER BASED INDUSTRIES IN
THE STATEWITH FOCUS ONMSME SECTOR
SESSION BYMR TOMS JOSEPH, SENIOR RESOURCE PERSON, KERALA RUBBER LIMITED
(KRL)

7
11:55 AM – 12:25 PM

[30 MINS]

RUBBER – AN IMPORTANT CONSTITUENT OF MEDICAL PRODUCTS AND RELATED
APPLICATIONS
SESSION BY DR SIBY VARGHESE, FORMER JOINT DIRECTOR, RUBBER RESEARCH
INSTITUTE OF INDIA (RRII)
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TIME PROGRAM / ACTIVITY

8
12:25 – 1:10 PM
[45 MINS]

EXPERT PANEL DISCUSSION – I
OPPORTUNITIES IN MEDICAL GRADE RUBBER & RUBBER BASEDMEDICAL DEVICES
INTERACTIVE SESSIONWITH EXPERT SPEAKERS – ALSO ANSWERING QUERIES FROM
DELEGATES / PARTICIPANTS
MODERATED BY DR ROY JOSEPH, SCIENTIST-G & DEAN (ACADEMIC AFFAIRS), SREE
CHITRA TIRUNAL INSTITUTE FORMEDICAL SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY (SCTIMST)

● DR GIJO RAJ, SCIENTIST - C, DIVISION OF POLYMERIC MEDICAL DEVICES,
BIOMEDICAL TECHNOLOGY (BMT) WING

● MR BIJINESH B, MANAGER, RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT, HARRISONS
MALAYALAM LIMITED (HML)

● MR TOMS JOSEPH, SENIOR RESOURCE PERSON, KERALA RUBBER LIMITED (KRL)
● DR SIBY VARGHESE, FORMER JOINT DIRECTOR, RUBBER RESEARCH INSTITUTE

OF INDIA (RRII)

9
1:10 – 1:55 PM
[45 MINS]

NETWORKING LUNCH BREAK

10
1:55 – 2:10 PM
[15 MINS]

INNOVATION IN LATEX TECHNOLOGY AND LATEX PRODUCTS
SESSION BY DR ABI SANTHOSH APREM, ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL &
OPERATIONS, HLL LIFECARE LIMITED

11
2:10 – 2:25 PM
[15 MINS]

DEVELOPMENT ANDMANUFACTURING OF RUBBER BASEDMEDICAL DEVICES
SESSION BYMR ALEX G KODI, MANAGING DIRECTOR, KODI HEALTHCARE

12
2:25 – 2:40 PM

[15 MINS]
RUBBER INDUSTRY: AN OVERVIEW
SESSION BYMR KARIMPUZHA RAMAN , DIRECTOR, PRIMUS GLOVES

13
2:40 – 3:25 PM

[45 MINS]

EXPERT PANEL DISCUSSION – II
OPPORTUNITIES & CHALLENGES IN MANUFACTURING OF RUBBER-BASEDMEDTECH /
MEDICAL DEVICES
INTERACTIVE SESSIONWITH EXPERT SPEAKERS – ALSO ANSWERING QUERIES FROM
DELEGATES / PARTICIPANTS
MODERATED BYMR REJEESH G R, GENERAL MANAGER (MARKETING) , KERALA MEDICAL
TECHNOLOGY CONSORTIUM (KMTC)

● MR KARIMPUZHA RAMAN , DIRECTOR, PRIMUS GLOVES
● DR ABI SANTHOSH APREM, ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL &

OPERATIONS, HLL LIFECARE
● MR ALEX G KODI, MANAGING DIRECTOR, KODI HEALTHCARE

14
3:25 – 3:40 PM

[15 MINS]

DEVELOPING RUBBER-BASEDMEDICAL DEVICES IN KERALA: SUPPORT BY KMTC
SESSION BYMR REJEESH G R, GENERAL MANAGER (MARKETING) , KERALA MEDICAL
TECHNOLOGY CONSORTIUM (KMTC)

15
3:40 – 3:50 PM

[10 MINS]
PARTICIPANTS FEEDBACK COLLECTION – THROUGH PEN & PAPER FORM
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TIME PROGRAM / ACTIVITY

16
3:50 – 4:05 PM

[15 MINS]
SUMMARISING &WRAPPING UP THE MEET
KEY TAKEAWAYS OF THE DAY – INSTITUTE OF COOPERATIVE MANAGEMENT (ICM)

4:05 PM
ONWARDS

NETWORKING TEA & REFRESHMENTS

4.3 LIST OF SPEAKERS AND PARTICIPANTS

Speakers and Resource Persons:

Name Designation Organisation

Dr Roy Joseph
Scientist G & Dean (Academic
Affairs)

Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for
Medical Sciences and Technology

Dr Gijo Raj

Scientist C , Division of
Polymeric Medical Devices,
BMT Wing

Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for
Medical Sciences and Technology

Mr Bijinesh
Manager, Research and
Development Harrisons Malayalam Limited

Mr Toms Joseph Senior Resource Person Kerala Rubber Limited (KRL)

Dr Siby Varghese Former Joint Director
Rubber Research Institute of India
(RRII), Rubber Board

Dr Abi Santhosh
Aprem

Associate Vice President,
Technical and Operations HLL Lifecare Limited

Mr Alex G Kodi Managing Director Kodi Healthcare

Mr Karimpuzha
Raman Director Primus Gloves

Participants:
# NAME DESIGNATION ORGANIZATION

1 Vishnupriya CB Intern-KRL Kerala Rubber Limited (KRL)

2 Reshma Vijay V.J. Business Development Kerala Rubber Limited (KRL)
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Officer cum EA to CMD

3 Haritha Vijayan Intern-KRL Kerala Rubber Limited (KRL)

4 Dr. Shera Mathew
Scientist C(OIC of
Technical Consultancy
Division, RRII)

Rubber Research Institute of India (RRII),
Rubber Board

5 Parvathy S. Kumar Scientific Assistant
Rubber Research Institute of India (RRII),
Rubber Board

6 Shaheen Mohammad Scientific Assistant
Rubber Research Institute of India (RRII),
Rubber Board

7 V M Pradeep Director Kerala State Rubber Co-operative Limited

8 Sunil U Factory Manager Kerala State Rubber Co-operative Limited

9 Anoop Thottakara
Production Quality
Engineer

Rubco, Coir Mattress Division Pambady,
Kottayam

10 Haimohan M
Mechanical Maintenance
Engineer

Rubco Kannur

11 Sheeja K V Shift in Charge
Kerala State Rubber Co-operative
Limited, Kannur

12 P Sasidharan President Mathil Service Cooperative Bank, Kannur

13 E janardhanan President
Chuzali Service Cooperative Bank,
Kannur

14 B Vijayan President
Kottarakkara Taluk Cashews & Rubber
Owners Processing and Marketing

15 Sunny Augustine President
Pala Marketing, Co.operative Society,
Chithimattom

16 R. D. Prakash President
Kunnathoor General Marketing &
Processing Cooperative Society

17 E.T Mohammed Director Marketing P.C.C Marketing Society, Kondotty

18 Sunil Bhaskar Factory Manager
Rubbermark Intermix Factory,
Kadumthuruthy

19 Leo T Oomman Junior Clerk
Rubber Growers Processing & Marketing
Cooperative Society , Kadaikode

20 Sandhya Rani R Secretary
The Quilon Processing & Marketing
Cooperative Society, Kadappakkad,
Kollam

21 Navakumaran Nair S Foreman
Rubber Mark, Kochi, The Kerala State
Marketing Federation Ltd.
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22 Sarath Krishnan Clerk
Rubber and General Marketing
Cooperative Society, Chadayamangalam

23 Basheer A Member
Trivandrum District Rubber Marketing
Society, Nedumangad

24 Ajaykumar A Board Member
Kerala State Cooperative Marketing
Federation, Cochin

25 J. Anilkumar Director
Kerala State Cooperative Marketing
Federation, Cochin

26
Sureshkumar
Kalarikkal

President
Malappuram Rubber Growers
Cooperative Marketing Society,
Nilamboor

27 K R V Sahajan President
Marketing Cooperative Society
Kadappakada,Kollam

28 S Suresh Babu President
Trivandrum District Rubber Marketing
Society, Nedumangad

29
Adv. Joseph
Mandapathil

Director Marketing Fed, Kadavanthra , kochi

30 P J Thomas President
Agri-Cooperative Marketing Society,
Perambra

31 Appanna B S Secretary
The Kasargod Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Society Ltd.

32 V P Raghavan Director The Ranni Marketing Cooperative Society

33 Latha M Secretary
The Kotachery Co.operative Society Ltd.,
Kotachery

34 P K Vinodkumar Secretary KCMP Society, Kasargod

35 Renju Radhakrishnan Secretary The Ranni Marketing Cooperative Society

36 M Maniyan Pillai Director
Venjaramood Cooperative Rubber
Marketing Society Limited

37 Devapriya P A Secretary
Alakode Rubber Marketing Cooperative
Society Ltd, Kannur

38 B Rajeev Director RUBCO, Kannur

39 Toney M Varghese Production Manager
Kerala State Rubber Cooperative Ltd.,
RCM Kottayam

40 Sumesh S N
Assistant Managing
Director

Venjaramood Cooperative Rubber
Marketing Society Limited

41 E. Shamshudeen President
Rubber Marketing Society,
Venjaramoodu, Trivandrum
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42 M S Shaji Director
Venjaramood Cooperative Rubber
Marketing Society Limited

4.4 LIST OF RUBBER BASED MEDICAL DEVICES

1 Surgical and exam gloves

2 Catheters and other tubing

3 Blood pressure cuffs

4 Latex endoscope tube cover

5 X-ray radiation shielding sheet

6 Ultrasound probe covers

7 Anaesthesia breathing bag

8 NR baby teats

9 Urine drainage condoms

10 Rubber bulb syringes

11 Rubber bladders

12 Douche bags

13 Breast pump

14 Pessary rubber ring

15 Menstrual cups

16 Ear ulcer syringes

17 Elastic bandages and wraps

18 Medicine vials

19 Tourniquet

20 Hot water Bottles
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4.5 PRESENTATIONS

Inaugural Session PPT:Mr Santhosh Kumar, Executive Director, Harrisons
Malayalam Limited (HML)
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Dr Gijo Raj, Scientist C , Division of Polymeric Medical Devices, BMT Wing,
Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
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Session PPT: Dr Roy Joseph, Scientist G & Dean (Academic Affairs), Sree
Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology
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Mr Bijinesh, Manager, Research and Development, Harrisons Malayalam
Limited
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Mr Toms Joseph, Senior Resource Person, Kerala Rubber Limited (KRL)
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Dr Siby Varghese, Former Joint Director, Rubber Research Institute of India
(RRII), Rubber Board
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Dr Abi Santhosh Aprem, Associate Vice President, Technical and Operations,
HLL Lifecare Limited
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Mr Alex G Kodi, Managing Director, Kodi Healthcare
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Mr Karimpuzha Raman, Director, Primus Gloves
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Mr Rejeesh G R, General Manager (Marketing) , Kerala Medical Technology
Consortium (KMTC)
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